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El Paso County, Texas.  

New laws protect accessible parking rights of Texans with disabilities

The 78th Legislature passed three new laws to further protect the parking rights of Texans with disabilities.

The new laws prohibit temporary parking in accessible parking spaces unless receiving or discharging passengers (HB 3588); make it illegal to block access aisles or curb ramps (HB 1784); and prohibit the manufacture, sale, possession or use of counterfeit accessible parking placards (HB 148).

The provisions supplement existing laws that prevent abuse of parking spaces that are marked for accessible parking. Violations can result in fines of at least $250 per violation.

"When drivers use accessible parking to deliver goods, block access aisles, or use counterfeit placards, people with disabilities have increased difficulty finding a place to park.  If an accessible space is not available people with disabilities often must forgo the trip," said Pat Pound, executive director of the Governor's Committee on People with Disabilities.     

More information concerning the parking rights of Texans with disabilities is available from the governor’s committee website at www.governor.state.tx.us/disabilities, or call (512) 463-5739 or 7-1-1 for Texas Relay.

For more information, call the Governor’s Committee on People with Disabilities

at (512) 463-5739.

